[Two cases of visceral leishmaniasis from Kahramanmaraş, Turkey].
Turkey is an endemic area for cutaneous leishmaniasis (CL) according to the data of World Health Organization. CL is more widely distributed in Sanliurfa region (located at south-eastern part of Anatolia) of Turkey, while visceral leishmaniasis (VL) is reported sporadically from all parts of Turkey, especially in pediatric cases. However VL has not been reported from our region yet. Here we report two cases of VL from Kahramanmaraş region (located at eastern part of South Anatolia), one of which was a 57-year-old immuncompromised patient and the other was a 18-year-old immunocompetent patient. The common symptoms of the patients were high fever, hepatosplenomegaly and pancytopenia. The diagnosis of both patients was made by demonstration of the amastigotes of parasite in Giemsa-stained smears prepared from bone marrow aspiration samples, and isolation of promastigotes from cultures in NNN medium. The isolates were identified as Leishmania donovani with PCR and sequencing methods. Both of the patients were treated successfully with liposomal amphotericin B, resulting in complete cure. In conclusion, cases with fever of unknown origin, hepatosplenomegaly, pancytopenia and hypergammaglobulinemia should be considered in terms of VL especially in Kahramanmaraş region.